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Naval battle 
off the coast 
of Celebes 

during 
the Great 

Ambon War 
(1651-1656)

source: 
Livinus Bor, 1663



VOC archival correspondence

lontaraq manuscript in the 
old Makassar script

Bugis language lontaraq manuscript, 
inherited through Sama (Bajo) lineages





Tiworo Straits, 17th c. - amphibious hub, Makassar ally, 
haven for fleets, naval staging area 



Kingdoms of 
Champa

extended from 
near 17th parallel 

to the 
southeastern 
boundary of 

Khmer territories 
in the Mekong 
and Dong Nai 

river basins 





The island of Borneo  
(showing Brunei) 

From:Il primo viaggio intorno 
al globo di Antonio 
Pigafetta... (1521)

Kampung Ayer (Water village)



Migration according to Austronesian language and obsidian distribution

Courtesy Peter Bellwood 2020



Borneo

Siebenhütter, Springer 2019: 13



Green nephrite jade ornaments and manufacturing debitage. 

Hsiao-Chun Hung et al. PNAS 2007;104:19745-19750

©2007 by National Academy of Sciences



The distribution of Taiwan nephrite artifacts in Southeast Asia 

Hsiao-Chun Hung et al. PNAS 2007;104:19745-19750

©2007 by National Academy of Sciences



Notional depiction of archaeological associations and distributions(…). 
Please note that these distributions are approximate depictions, not 
exact measurements.  Hung et al. 2013: 388



Areas influenced or dominated by Srivijaya at its peak

Kitchener and Kustiarsih. Ceramics from the Musi River. 2019: 3.



Sama village, Kolo Bawah, eastern Sulawesi, Indonesia. 
        Photo: Dave Carr.







The Pacific Ocean, showing Near and  Remote Oceania







The "Islands of Makassar" 
according to Tomé Pires





Bennet 
Bronson's 
model of 
alliances 
between 

coastal trading 
centers and 
upstream 

polities

(adapted by 
Wheeler, 2003)



17th c. Tiworo Straits: maritime-oriented people, ally of 
Makassar, haven for fleets, and naval staging area 
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Naval battle 
off the coast 
of Celebes 

during 
the Great 

Ambon War 
(1651-1656)

source: 
Livinus Bor, 1663





From The Book of  
Francisco Rodrigues, 
published along with 
the Suma Oriental of 
Tomé Pires.

Showing "Baixos de 
capaçia" in the Straits 
of Malacca. 

"Baixos" and "baxos" 
are early modern 
Iberian terms for 
shoals or shallows. 
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Maritime efflorescence
 and decline, 15th century

- Ming dynasty fleets under Zheng He

- Long distance voyaging in Oceania
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