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∙ Historian Geoffrey C. Gunn highlights the 
importance of micro-histories to capture 
intricate details of the region's characteristics.

∙ Pahang's history has traditionally been 
depicted in broad strokes, obscuring critical 
finer details.- The essay aims to apply a 
"microhistorical" approach to Pahang’s pre-
modern past, focusing on resource availability 
and exploitation.

∙ Utilization of Imperial Chinese documents to 
illuminate the complexities of Pahang's 
history.- The investigation encourages further 
scholarly engagement with Pahang, aiming for 
a comprehensive understanding of its role in 
Southeast Asia's historical narrative.

∙ The goal is to challenge entrenched Euro-
centric perspectives and highlight the region's 
rich and dynamic past.



I M P E R I A L  C H I N E S E  T E X T S

∙ Taiping Yulan (太平御覽) various 
authors, 977-983

∙ Zhufan Zhi (諸蕃志) by Zhao 
Rukuo, 1226

∙ Daoyi Zhilue (島夷誌略) by Wang 
Dayuan, 1330s

∙ Xingcha Shenglan (星槎勝覽) by 
Fei Xin, 1436

∙ Ming Shi (明史) various authors, 
Qing Dynasty

∙ Pingzhou ketan (萍洲可談) by Zhu 
Yu, 1116

∙ Bencao Gangmu (本草綱目) by Li 
Shizhen, 1578
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“Kiang-chon-hiang (lakawood) comes 
from San-fo-ts’i (Srivijaya), Sho-p’o (Java) 
and P’ong-fong (Pahang); it is also found 
in the districts of Kuang-tung and Kuang-
si. Its aroma is strong and penetrating; it 

counteracts bad smells.”

“They are very superstitious regarding 
demons and spirits, making their images 

of fragrant wood.”
“They make human images of fragrant 

wood.”
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Sandalwood and 
Frankincense

Camphor, Sapan, and 
Agarwood
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S O U R C E S



S O U R C E S  C O N T.
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