Between Tribute and
Tide: Siam-Pahang
Relations in the
Malay World
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Source: William Linehan, A History of Pahang
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o If Kelantan & Terengganu'were, _* . =&y
known tributaries of Siam, what! \' [\

about Pahang? ) AT \\

o  Where does it fit in the
geography of Siam’s southern
world?

e Historical Context:
o  Siamese influence in Kelantan,

Terengganu, Kedah, Perlis is well

recorded

o Pahang’s status is not clearly .-
documented — requires =

interpretive reconstruction= <~
o AU




100 MILES

PENANG

o

~1

T Perak T

DINDINGS &

NS

——— STATE BOUNDARY

SUNGEIC

_ APPROXIMATE S

STATE BOUNDARY U/ONG

BRITISH TERRITORY

[T 1] BRITISH PROTECTED NATIVE STATES

MALACCA

INDEPENDENT NATIVE STATES

| NATIVE STATES UNDER SIAMESE SUZERAINTY SINGAPORE

Source: William Linehan, A History of Pahang

Pahang’s relationship to Siam recorded indirectly and
intermittently

Sources are refracted through:

e Neighbouring Malay polities
e Siamese administrative archives

e  (Colonial historiography

Key Historians Engaged:

e  William Linehan

e  Aruna Gopinath

Analytical Point: Pahang’s stizerain
taken as binary - requires reading

sliences g4 0




Conceptual Approach

o Relationship neither fully absent nor firmly subordinate — intermittent and symbolic
e Methodological Orientation:

o Treat Siamese power as performed, experienced, and negotiated

o  Focus on ritual forms of authority, maritime contact, and geographic crossings
e (Guiding Research Question:

o Not “Did Siam rule Pahang?”

o  But “What did the idea of Siam’s power mean in Pahang, and how did it travel across
the sea?”
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Source: William Linehan, A History of Pahang

Ligor as Southern Arm of Siam

Ligor (Nakhon Si Thammarat) = administrative and
military relay for Siam in the peninsula

Role of Ligor:

o Mediated Siamese authority into Malay world
e  (Qversaw tribute/alliances

e Balanced court politics with local dynamics

Pahang as frontier zone:

h

o  Sometimes within Melaka's;arbit, some

e Sovereignty Iayered";‘ i



The Mandala System & Cyclical
Power

e Pahang River — enabled interior trade networks (gold, tin, forest produce)
e Seasonal Siamese maritime interventions via monsoon winds
e Mandala Logic:

o Power radiated irregularly, not territorially continuous

o Influence reaffirmed through tribute rather than administration

« Key Idea: Power followed the sea and seasons, not borders



Tribute (bunga mas) transported via maritim A
networks \ A\§

Tribute = political recognition + economic exchange
e Malay envoys functioned as:
o Diplomats

o Navigators

o Traders

o Ritualised performance upheld suzerainty — but *f
also allowed autonomy

Source: National Museum of Malaysia



Negotiated Suzerainty

Relationship was triangular: Siam < Ligor <> Pahang
Punitive expeditions occurred only when tribute or allegiance was withheld
Limits of Siamese Power:

e Monsoon constraints
e local defensive coalitions

e Cost of sustained occupation too high

Historiographical Consensus: Suzerainty = recognition based, not coercion based



Pre-colonial order = fluid,
seasonal, negotiated

1826 Burney Treaty — British
— and Siamese “spheres of
influence”

1909 Anglo-Siamese Treaty —
hard borders imposed

Ligor’s role recedes but remains
powerful in memory and identity
narratives

Source: Thai duplicate of Burney Treaty

Colonial Freeze & Treaties
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TREATY SERIES. No. 19.

1909,

TREATY

THE UNITED KINGDOM AND SIAM.
Signed at Bangkok, March 10, 1909.
[Ratifications exchanged at Tondon, July 9, 1909.]

[Wrris Mar.]

Presented o both Houses of Perlicment by Command of Fis Magesty.
Suly 1909,

LONDON:
PRINTED FOR FIIS MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFIOS,
BY HARBISON AND SBONS, ST. MAWTIN'S LANE,
PRINTERE YN OUDINAZY TO KIS MAJESTY.

And to be purchased cither directly or through any Bookseller, from
WYNAN AND SONS, Lro., ¥BrTER Laws, E.O.; and

32,
OLIVER AND BOYD, Twaxsopazs QovrT,
E. PONSONTTY, 116, Gavrox Srese
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Suzerainty functioned through:

o Ritual hierarchy

e Symbolic exchange

o Recognition of status rather than land control

Challenges colonial-national historiography framing
sovereignty as territorial

Encourages re-framing Southeast Asia as:
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