


Seeds in the Rubble: Cultural Vitality in the Arab World

Rebirth After Ruin: 
The Vitality of Cities and Cultures

● Vitality — the power giving continuance of life, present in all 
living things.

● After WWII, European cities like Rotterdam, Hamburg, 
Dresden, Vienna, and Warsaw were left in ruins.

● Warsaw: less than 2% of the historic city survived the 
destruction.

● Post–Iron Curtain, many rebuilt historic landmarks from the 
ground up (e.g., Humboldt Forum, Berlin).

● Similarly, in the Middle East, societies are rebuilding and 
reclaiming lost heritage amid modernization, climate 
change, and conflict.

Warsaw Ghetto after WWII. Image courtesy of 
wikicommons 

Image Wiederaufbau Berliner Schloss (Currently 
Humboldt Forum)
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Restoration of Culture/Structures
UAE: Sharjah Fort 

Image courtesy of H.H. Sheikh Dr. Sultan Bin Muhammad Al Qasimi Photo 
Collection

Images courtesy of The Culturist and Sharjah Museums 
Department

https://sheikhdrsultan.ae/Portal/en/media-center/photos/%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%A9.aspx
https://sheikhdrsultan.ae/Portal/en/media-center/photos/%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%A9.aspx
https://www.theculturist.com/home/failed-architecture-workshop-about-bank-street-in-sharjah.html
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Restoration of Culture/Structures
IRAQ: Mosul Revival

Images courtesy of UNESCO
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Restoration of Culture/Structures
PALESTINE: Old Hebron Museum

Images courtesy of Hebron Rehabilitation 
Committee 

Images courtesy of commons. Wikimedia 

Before After

https://www.hebronrc.ps/en/node/250
https://www.hebronrc.ps/en/node/250
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Restoration of Culture/Structures
SYRIA: Ma’arra Mosiac Museum

Images courtesy of Smithsonian InstitutionImage courtesy of Association for the Protection of Syrian Archaeology
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Restoration of Culture/Structures
EGYPT: Bayt Yakan

Images courtesy of @bayt_yakan instagram
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Restoration of Culture/Structures
Lebanon: Beirut Grand Theatre 

Images courtesy of Scoop Empire Image courtesy of Obsidian Urdex Photography
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Restoration of Culture/Structures
KSA: Ushaiger Heritage Village

Images courtesy of @explorearabia instagram Images courtesy of @visitSaudi instagram Images courtesy of Richard Mortel
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Emir Maurice Chehab & Olga Chaiban

Image courtesy of Phoencia.org Image courtesy of biladi_lebanon

Image courtesy of Amany RaghebImage courtesy of Reuters/Mohamed Azakir Image courtesy of Reuters/Mohamed Azakir

Lebanon

https://phoenicia.org/honor.html
https://www.instagram.com/p/CdtCpKqMG7v/?img_index=2
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Amany-Ragheb?_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6Il9kaXJlY3QiLCJwYWdlIjoiX2RpcmVjdCJ9fQ
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/once-civil-wars-frontline-lebanon-museum-sees-new-life-2025-04-11/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/once-civil-wars-frontline-lebanon-museum-sees-new-life-2025-04-11/
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Khaled Al Assad

Image courtesy of Valery Sharifulin  

Image courtesy of AFP Images courtesy of Valery Sharifulin  

Syria:  1932 - 2015

https://edition.cnn.com/2015/08/18/middleeast/isis-executes-antiquities-expert/index.html
https://www.ibtimes.co.uk/palmyra-scholar-khaled-asaad-beheaded-by-isis-fears-grow-son-walid-40-syrian-workers-1516188
https://edition.cnn.com/2015/08/18/middleeast/isis-executes-antiquities-expert/index.html
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Donny George

Image courtesy of Steve Mccurry Images courtesy of Mario Tama  

Images courtesy of AlJazeera
  

Iraq:  (1950-2011)

https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/uk-travel/england/london-travel/donny-george-h9tbnvb0cpg
https://www.npr.org/2020/08/20/886540260/in-iraq-authorities-continue-to-fight-uphill-battle-against-antiquities-plunder
https://edition.cnn.com/2015/08/18/middleeast/isis-executes-antiquities-expert/index.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2004/6/1/iraqi-antiquities-remain-missing
https://edition.cnn.com/2015/08/18/middleeast/isis-executes-antiquities-expert/index.html
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Sheikha Hussa Al-Sabah

Images courtesy of DAR / Roberto Fabbri

Kuwait

Image courtesy of Kuna.net
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Ja’far Panahi
Iran

Images courtesy of The New Yorker Images courtesy of Britannica
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Faozia Khaled & Rehab Kheder
Sudan National Museum

Images courtesy of  Asharq Al-Awsat Newspaper Images courtesy of  SIGHT magazine
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Faozia Khaled & Rehab Kheder
The Pyramids of Meroe

Images courtesy of  Daily SabahImage courtesy of Modern Diplomacy
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Egyptians Protecting their Heritage
Egyptian Uprising of 2011

Images courtesy of National Geographic Images courtesy of  Reuters

Placeholder
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Carmen Weinstein
Egypt’s Jewish Heritage 

Photo courtesy of Samir W. Raafat
The Ben Ezra Synagogue, Fustat, Egypt , Image
courtesy of  Smarthistory 

Sha’ar Hashamayim Synagogue
Photo by Lambert Hellera 

https://smarthistory.org/ben-ezra-synagogue-fustat-egypt/
https://smarthistory.org/ben-ezra-synagogue-fustat-egypt/
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Jabra Ibrahim Jabra

“Untitled” Three Figures 1946, Courtesy of Barjeel Art 
Foundation

Adana:  1919-1994

“Self Portrait” 1946, Courtesy of
 Bethlehem University

“Untitled” 1947, Courtesy of the Dalloul 
Art Foundation
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Nicola Saig
Palestine: 1863 - 1942

Nicola Saig, Untitled (The Conversion of Saul), c. 1920,  
Courtesy of George Al‑Ama

Nicola Saig, Untitled (Deir Saidnaya), c. 1920, 
Courtesy of Christie’s Dubai 
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Iraqi Freedom Monument: 
Nasb al-Hurriyah: Monument of Freedom and Resilience

Images Courtesy of  Alluring World Image courtesy of Omar Al Habeeb 

https://x.com/theomarhabeeb/status/1194651998022451207?s=61


Seeds in the Rubble: Cultural Vitality in the Arab World

Michael Rakowitz's Recreation 
The Invisible Enemy Should Not Exist: Art Against Destruction

Images Courtesy of MICHAEL RAKOWITZ website
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Syrian Mini Monuments
Art From Za’atari

Images Courtesy of PBS NEWS Images Courtesy of BLUMONT 
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Mehdi Moutashar
Iraq

Mehdi Moutashar, recreation work, Arles studio, 
post‑2003 flood, Courtesy of Barjeel `Art Foundation 

Image courtesy of Mehdi  Moutashar
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Darat Al Funoon
Gaza Works

All images Courtesy of ARAB NEWS
Raed Issa, 'Friends.' (Supplied)

Sohail Salem, 'Tala Abu 
Ajwa, Girl Skater.

A piece by Basel Al-Maqousi from the 
series 'I Draw with Love, not with War.'
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Fathi Ghaben
Recovered work

Images Courtesy of HYPERALLERGIC Image Courtesy of @thaqafatalhind Twitter

https://x.com/thaqafatalhind
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Gaza artifacts in France

Amphoras such as these would transport wine from Gaza across the 
Mediterranean and beyond © Benjamin Dodman Images Courtesy of 
FRANCE 24

A statuette of the Greek goddess Aphrodite, plucked out of 
the sea by a fisherman from Gaza.© Julien De Rosa Images 
Courtesy of FRANCE 24

Images Courtesy of Dan Diffendale
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Sliman Mansour – Camel of Burdens

Sliman Mansour, Camel of Burdens. Version Three
Image Courtesy of Dalloul Art Foundation 

Sliman Mansour, Camel of Burdens. Version One
Image Courtesy of Dalloul Art Foundation 
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Stolen Iraqi Works
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Stolen Iraqi Works
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Stolen Iraqi Works

Iraqi Alabaster Relief 
Northwest Palace (Nimrud)
883-859 BC

Vorderasiatisches Museum-
SMB, Berlin / Olaf M. Tessmer

Iraqi Paper folio with ink,
gold, and opaque 
watercolors, possibly from
Baghdad, 1224 AD

Metropolitan Museum of Art

Syrian glass long-necked 
bottle, 2nd-3rd century AD

Directorate-General of Antiquities 
and Museums, Damascus

Syrian limestone funerary
bust , Palmyra, 3rd century 
AD
Directorate-General of Antiquities 
and Museums, Damascus

Source: International Council of Museums (ICOM)

Types of Iraqi and Syrian items at Risk of being Trafficked
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Lebanese Museum and Lost Artworks
The Nabu Museum

Image Courtesy of Nabu Museum 
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Saudi Restores Damascus Room

Damascus Room from LACMA at The King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture, 
Saudi Arabia, 2018
Image courtesy of Ithra 

LACMA’s hidden Damascus room before its 2016 debut. 
Image courtesy of LA Times
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Image Courtesy of Reuters Video courtesy of the Facebook account: محمد شمالخ

Gaza Farming to eat 
Khobezah

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1fcdssolgzXeW-snX3RswKQaPyx0Q1onA/view
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Ballads 
Taraweed: Songs of Resistance

Images Courtesy of The Palestinian Museum

http://drive.google.com/file/d/11RUKBpRukXkrxnsJRgfLvRxI23M5cqcD/view
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Imagining the holy 

Images Courtesy of @hellosarajo Instagram Palestinian artist Jumana El Husseini
Image courtesy of @imaginingtheholy

https://www.instagram.com/hellosarajo/?hl=en
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Video Courtesy of @sacredcuisine Instagram

Kegham Djeghalian 

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1FukGkH9o1wsJ6tA_ive0kDq_OYbh6H4V/view
https://www.instagram.com/sacredcuisine/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/hellosarajo/?hl=en
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Kegham Djeghalian 

The City Before It Was Transformed, 2021 by 
Raafat Ballan, Courtesy of Barjeel Art Foundation

Images from Kegham of Gaza: Unboxing, Courtesy of the Kegham 
Djeghalian Archive and Sharjah Art Foundation.
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Syrian Frequencies of Peace Lullabies 

Image courtesy of TIME, photo by Muhammed Muheisen (AP) Image courtesy of @ghaliaaofficial Instagram
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Syrian Frequencies of Peace Lullabies 

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1jNGLlJvcyJ8anZrCrN47I3bhHl7mBfgV/view



