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The birth and primacy of the written word
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Empires, courts and artistic patronage

[’Inauguration du Palais des Arits




Encounter with modernity: the birth of modern art

“We owe everything to Egypt, and, first of all, the sense of greatness.
This grace which continues to be at the service of monumentality.”

Lhote, André. Traité de la figure, Paris 1950, p.125.

“Who will speak of the misdeeds of European academism in the world?
[...] Who will show (more luminously than | could ever do) the extent of
the loss experienced by Egypt in contact with this academism and the
prodigious role it could have played in the artistic world if it had become
aware of the profound virtues of its national art?”

Lhote, André. “Avenir de la Peinture Egyptienne.” in La Revue Du Caire,
XXIX, no. 150, pp.87-88.
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REVISED AND EXPANDED Saeb Eigner

Art of the Middle East

MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY ART OF THE ARAB WORLD AND IRAN

Foreword by Zaha Hadid
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Jewad Selim
(1919-1961)

© Saeb Eigner, Oxford— 2026

Mother and Child, 1953.
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© Saeb Eigner, Christie’s London

Jewad Selim
(1919-1961)

Baghdadiat, 1956.
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The Daffodils ¢l ua 3l a3
Similarities of Opposites

the first daffodils
seen in Mesopotamia.

“I may mention I've daffodils in flower -the first
daffodils seen in Mesopotamia.”

Bell, Baghdad, March 14th 1920
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Abdulhalim Radwi
(1939-2006)

Haijj in Yellow, 1969-70.
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Sohrab Sepehr
(1928-1980)

Tree Trunk, 1971.
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Farhad Mos
(1963-2024
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Greetings to You, Oh Morning, 2003.
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d Mater,
X-Ray Illumination, 2008.

Hassan Massoudy,
Rumi, 2014.
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